


Why the Birth of Jesus matters:
•Through the Valley
•When Facing a Mountain
•In the Valley
•When Battered by a Storm





That God is with us in every 
moment not only reassures us but 

also raises a question for us.

ONE MORE THING:





After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in 
Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.”



3 When King Herod heard this he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. 4 When he had called together all the 
people’s chief priests and teachers of the 
law, he asked them where the Messiah was 
to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 
replied, “for this is what the prophet has 
written:



6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.’”



7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and 
found out from them the exact time the star 
had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem 
and said, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so 
that I too may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on 
their way, and the star they had seen when it 
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over 
the place where the child was.



10 When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they 
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him 
with gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, they returned 
to their country by another route.

Matthew 2:1-12









Our response to God is with us 
determines how we choose to 

live and our focus.



We have a choice in this 
life: how we respond to 

God with us.



We have a choice in this 
life: how we respond to 

God with us.
Tozer describes it as the tension between 

holiness or happiness (comfort).



How have you chosen to live 
because God is with us?

THE QUESTION:







Being & Doing, Enjoying & Tending:
1Therefore, since we have these promises, 
dear friends, let us purify ourselves from 
everything that contaminates body and 
spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence 
for God. (2 Corinthians 7:1)









The promise that God is with 
us gives context to past, 

present, and what is to come.
• If we believe the Christmas story (and all that it means), how has it 

impacted how we live?
• If we believe God is with us, are we living in alignment with God?



The answer to the question 
requires spiritual 

evaluation.







15Be very careful, then, how you live-not as 
unwise but as wise, 16making the most of every 
opportunity, because the days are evil. 
17Therefore do not be foolish but understand 
what the LORD's will is. (Eph. 5:15-17)
23LORD, I know that people's lives are not their 
own; it is not for them to direct their steps. (Jer. 
10:23)



Are we living according to God’s way?

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live 
on bread alone, but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” (Matt. 4:4)
How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How 
vast is the sum of them! Were I to count them, 
they would outnumber the grains of sand- when I 
awake, I am still with you. (Psalm 139:17-18)



Are we holding on to the deep truths?

Beyond all question, the mystery from which true 
godliness springs is great: He appeared in the 
flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by 
angels, was preached among the nations, was 
believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.
(1 Tim. 3:16)



Are we being intentional?
24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners 
run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a 
way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who 
competes in the games goes into strict training. 
They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we 
do it to get a crown that will last 
forever. 26 Therefore I do not run like someone 
running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer 
beating the air. (1 Cor. 9:24-27)



Are we being intentional?
12Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always 
obeyed-not only in my presence, but now much 
more in my absence-continue to work out your 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God 
who works in you to will and to act in order to 
fulfill his good purpose .(Phil. 2:12-13)



How to do spiritual 
evaluation:
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How to do Spiritual Evaluation:
•Prepare
•Pray (Psalm 90:12, James 1:5, Psalm 
139:23-24)
•Ponder (Prov. 14:22, Lam. 3:40-41, 2 
Cor. 13:5)
•Pursue Obedience (Heb. 2:11)



End Goal of Spiritual Evaluation:
•More than just “resolutions”
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End Goal of Spiritual Evaluation:
•More than just “resolutions.”
•It is about Christ-likeness.
•God wants us to be everything He’s 
called us to be (like Jesus).
•Lean into Jesus and all He has for us.



18But grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our LORD and 

Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and forever! 

Amen.2 Peter 3:18


