
Third Sunday 
in 

Advent 
2017 

The Gloria! 



Advent 2017: The Songs of Christmas 

1. Luke 1:46-55: Mary’s Song 

2. Luke 1:67-79: Zechariah’s Song 

3. Luke 2:8-20: The Angels’ Song 

4. Luke 2:22-35: Simeon’s Song 



In those days a decree went out from 
Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2 This was the first 
registration when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,  



which is called Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 
was with child. 6 And while they were 
there, the time came for her to give birth. 
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 
laid him in a manger,  



because there was no place for them in the 
inn. 8 And in the same region there were 
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel 
said to them, “Fear not, for behold,  



I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people. 11 For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a 
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host 



praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
    and on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased!” 
15 When the angels went away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem, 



and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  

Luke 2:1-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



The Song of the Angels 
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Today’s Focus: 

• The Glory of God 
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What is the peace of God in this present world? 
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#1. The Glory of God 

“Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.”  
Luke 2:14 



The Exodus Song 

Who among the gods is like you, 
Lord? Who is like you— majestic 
in holiness, awesome in glory, 
working wonders? Exodus 15:11 



The Oath of God 

“Nevertheless, as surely as I live 
and as surely as the glory of the 
Lord fills the whole earth…” 

Numbers 14:21 



The Tabernacle Dedication 

Cry out, “Save us, God our Savior; 
gather us and deliver us from the 
nations, that we may give thanks 
to your holy name, and glory in 
your praise.”  I Chronicles 16:23 



The Tabernacle Dedication 

Declare his glory among the 
nations, his marvelous deeds 
among all peoples. 

I Chronicles 16:24 



The Temple Offering 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the 
power and the glory and the majesty 
and the splendor, for everything in 
heaven and earth is yours. Yours, Lord, 
is the kingdom; you are exalted as 
head over all. I Chronicles 29:11 



The Glory of God: Bottom Line 

• If we are unhappy this Christmas, we can 
probably draw a straight line back to our own 
malnourished view of God, the Sovereign of 
the Universe. 

• It is the glory of God to save the world 
through the coming of his Son, Jesus Christ 
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#2. The Peace of God 

“Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.”  
Luke 2:14 



The Prophecy of Messiah 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on 
his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 



The Return to Jerusalem 

How beautiful on the mountains are 
the feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, who bring 
good tidings, who proclaim salvation, 
who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 

Isaiah 52:7 



Peter at Caesarea 

You know the message God sent to 
the people of Israel, announcing 
the good news of peace through 
Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 

Acts 10:36 



The Teaching of Jesus 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children 
of God.  Matthew 5:9 



Reconciliation brings Peace 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here!  All 
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the world 
to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins 
against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation.  II Corinthians 5:17-19 



A Commitment to Prayer 

And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:7 



The Peace of God: Bottom Line 

• The violence and hatred of this age are 
symptoms of our race in conflict with 
God and one another. 

• The cure for our miserable world is the 
peace of God brought to us in and 
through Jesus Christ. 



The Peace of God: Bottom Line 

• The violence and hatred of this age are 
symptoms of our race in conflict with 
God and one another. 

• The cure for our miserable world and all 
its people is the peace of God brought to 
us in and through Jesus Christ. 



The Favor of God 

“Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.”  
Luke 2:14 



Favoring the Blameless 

For the Lord God is a sun and 
shield; the Lord bestows favor and 
honor; no good thing does he 
withhold from those whose walk is 
blameless.                      Psalm 84:11 



The Time of God’s Favor 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the 
Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to 
comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve 
in Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of 
ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment 
of praise instead of a spirit of despair. Isaiah 61:1-3 



An Attitude for Advent 

Has not my hand made all these 
things, and so they came into being?” 
declares the Lord. “These are the ones 
I look on with favor: those who are 
humble and contrite in spirit, and who 
tremble at my word. Isaiah 66:2 



A Recipe for God’s Favor 

All of you, clothe yourselves with 
humility toward one another, 
because, “God opposes the proud 
but shows favor to the humble.” 

I Peter 5:5 



The Favor of God = Salvation 

“In the time of my favor I heard 
you, and in the day of salvation I 
helped you.” I tell you, now is the 
time of God’s favor, now is the day 
of salvation.      II Corinthians 6:2 



Bottom Line: The Favor of God 

• The Scriptures teach that the coming of 
Jesus Christ to Earth was the pre-eminent 
act of God’s favor extended to the World. 

 

• “The today of now” is a time of decision 
to receive the favor of God in Jesus 
Christ. 
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Let us pray… 



In Our Lives: 

• To behold the glory of God this season and 
always; 

• To experience the peace of Christ through 
faith and prayer; 

• To receive the favor of God through Jesus 
Christ our Savior 


