
The Lord’s Prayer 
& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



Second 
Sunday 

in 
Advent 

2017 The Benedictus 



Advent 2017: The Songs of Christmas 

1. Luke 1:46-55: Mary’s Song 

2. Luke 1:67-79: Zechariah’s Song 

3. Luke 2:8-20: The Angels’ Song 

4. Luke 2:22-35: Simeon’s Song 



The Song of Zechariah 

Discovering Life’s Purpose 





Benedictus? 

                                   Latin: 
68 Benedictus Deus Israhel quia visitavit et fecit 
redemptionem plebi suae 
 
                                  English: 
68 Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because 
he has come to his people and redeemed them. 



The Context of Zechariah 

• Priest on Temple duty 

• Married, old, childless; Elizabeth barren 

• Mary was a relative of Elizabeth 

• Angel Gabriel visits Zechariah in Temple 

• Angel foretells the birth of a son, John 
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The Son of Zechariah 

13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been 
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you shall call his name John. 
14 And you will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth… 



The Call placed on John 

15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must 
not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 
16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to 
the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in 
the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a 
people prepared.” 



The Rest of the Story 

• Zechariah’s disbelief and silence 

• The pregnancy of Elizabeth 

• The visit of Gabriel to Mary 

• The visit of Mary to Elizabeth 

• The birth of John [“The Baptist”] 

 



The Benedictus 

1:68-75: God’s faithfulness to remember 
Israel and to redeem Israel from her 
enemies 
 

1:76-79: Zechariah’s prophecy over his 
newborn son 



John’s Life Purpose 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most 
High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the 
forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the 
sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” 



John’s Life Purpose 

You will go before the Lord… 

1. to prepare his ways, 

2. to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
in the forgiveness of their sins, 

3. to give light to those who sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death 

4. to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 



From Last Week: 

• The Bible has authority over us when we 
permit it to become our authority 

• God speaks to us personally through the 
Bible 

• Our transformation takes place when we 
enter into the Scriptures. 



“Plan? We make it up as we go along.” 



Is this what life is all 
about? 

Or, is it possible that God is speaking to me? 



My Life Purpose? 

You will go before the Lord 

1. to prepare his ways, 

2. to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
in the forgiveness of their sins, 

3. to give light to those who sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death 

4. to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 



Let us pray… 

My life, my purpose 


