
Cracking 

a 

Tough Nut 

The Conversion of Saul 
in Acts 9:1-19 



But First, An Introduction: 

C.S. Lewis, Screwtape Proposes a Toast 



The great(and toothsome) sinners are made out of the 
very same material as those horrible phenomena, the 
great Saints. The virtual disappearance of such material 
may mean insipid meals for us. But is it not utter 
frustration and famine for the Enemy? Did not he 
create the humans—He did not become one of them 
and die among them by torture—in order to produce 
candidates for Limbo; “failed” humans. He wanted to 
make Saints; gods; things like Himself. Is the dullness of 
your present fare not a very small price to pay for the 
delicious knowledge that His whole great experiment is 
petering out? 

C.S. Lewis, Screwtape Proposes a Toast, 1959 



Some Reflective Questions: 

• Was Screwtape correct for 2018? 

• Why might Screwtape have hit upon 
something here? 

• What difference does all this make? 
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The Conversion of Saul 

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he 
went on his way, he approached Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.  



4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you, 
Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the city, and 
you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men 
who were traveling with him stood speechless, 
hearing the voice but seeing no one.  



8 Saul rose from the ground, and although his 
eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led 
him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named 
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
“Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord .” 



11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the 
street called Straight, and at the house of Judas 
look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, 
he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a 
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands 
on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But 
Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from 
many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints at Jerusalem.  



14 And here he has authority from the chief 
priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But 
the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 
16 For I will show him how much he must suffer 
for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias 
departed and entered the house. And laying his 
hands on him he said,  



“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to 
you on the road by which you came has sent me 
so that you may regain your sight and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he 
regained his sight. Then he rose and was 
baptized; 19 and taking food, he was 
strengthened.                                          Acts 9:1-19 



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



The Road to Damascus 



Modern 

Damascus 



Take this man seriously! 
But Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the 
high priest and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found 
any belonging to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  

Acts 9:1-2 



A Blinding Flash 

Now as he went on his way, he 
approached Damascus, and suddenly a 
light from heaven shone around him. 
And falling to the ground, he heard a 
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting me?” Acts 9:3-4 



To Be and To Do 

And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And 
he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting. But rise and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do.” 
The men who were traveling with him 
stood speechless, hearing the voice but 
seeing no one.                            Acts 9:5-7 



Paul’s Later Testimony: 
As I was on my way and drew near to Damascus, about noon a 
great light from heaven suddenly shone around me. And I fell 
to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting me?’ And I answered, ‘Who are you, 
Lord?’ And he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you 
are persecuting.’ Now those who were with me saw the light 
but did not understand the voice of the one who was speaking 
to me. And I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And the Lord said to 
me, ‘Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all 
that is appointed for you to do.’  Acts 22:6-10 
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A Personal Great Commission 
And I said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I 
am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand 
upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this 
purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the 
things in which you have seen me and to those in which 
I will appear to you, delivering you from your people 
and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you to 
open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to 
light and from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among 
those who are sanctified by faith in me.’  Acts 26:15-18 



A Most Un-likely Candidate… 

…the risen Lord had His eye upon the man of Tarsus 
and had a great work for him to perform. In spite of his 
recent record as a persecutor, he was a chosen 
instrument in the Lord’s hand, a messenger who would 
proclaim the good news in Jesus’ name more widely 
than anyone else. The Gentile nations and their rulers, 
as well as the people of Israel, would hear the message 
of salvation from his lips. 

F.F. Bruce, Commentary on the Book of the Acts, 1954 



Some Questions for Prayer 

• Would I like a “Damascus Road” 
experience, without the consequences? 

• Am I content to just sit and listen? 

• Am I aiming for Heaven, or just a slightly 
better Earth? 
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Some Questions for Prayer 
• Would I like a “Damascus Road” experience, 

without the consequences? 
• Am I content to just sit and listen? 
• Am I aiming for Heaven, or just a slightly 

better Earth? 
• Are we aiming to turn great sinners into 

great saints? 




