




“I wish to have no connection 

with any ship that does not 

sail fast; for I intend to go  

in harm's way.” 
 

John Paul Jones 

1747-1792 



Some Reflective Questions 

• Do I expect life to be a bed of roses, 
or a bed of nails? 

• Do I seek comfort? 

• How do I respond to hardship or 
difficulty? 
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Some Reflective Questions 

• Do I expect life to be a bed of roses, 
or a bed of nails? 

• Do I seek comfort? 

• Is it necessary for Christians to go in 
harm’s way? 

 

 



In Harm’s Way: 

The Arrest of  

Stephen 

Acts 6:8-15 



8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was 
doing great wonders and signs among the 
people. 9 Then some of those who 
belonged to the synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called), and of the 
Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of 
those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and 
disputed with Stephen.  



10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and 
the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then 
they secretly instigated men who said, “We have 
heard him speak blasphemous words against 
Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the 
people and the elders and the scribes, and they 
came upon him and seized him and brought him 
before the council, 13 and they set up false 
witnesses who said,  



“This man never ceases to speak words 
against this holy place and the law, 14 for 
we have heard him say that this Jesus of 
Nazareth will destroy this place and will 
change the customs that Moses delivered 
to us.” 15 And gazing at him, all who sat in 
the council saw that his face was like the 
face of an angel.                          Acts 6:8-15 



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 

For yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral Prayer 



The Way Ahead 

Acts 4: The unselfish sharing of goods 

Acts 5: Apostles arrested, beaten, freed 

Acts 6: Election of Deacons/Arrest of Stephen 

Acts 7: Stephen’s speech & stoning 

Acts 8: Great persecution & Saul ravaging 

              the Church 



Start with a Man of  God 

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was 
doing great wonders and signs among the 
people.                                                      Acts 6:8 
 
And what they said pleased the whole 
gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit… 

  Acts 6:5 



Expect Opposition 
9 Then some of those who belonged to 
the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 
was called), and of the Cyrenians, and 
of the Alexandrians, and of those from 
Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed 
with Stephen.  

 



Irresistible! 

10 But they could not withstand the 
wisdom and the Spirit with which he 
was speaking. 







Why resist Wisdom & the Spirit? 
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. And this is the judgment: the 
light has come into the world, and people loved 
the darkness rather than the light because their 
works were evil. For everyone who does wicked 
things hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his works should be exposed.  

John 3:18-20 



Butch Cassidy & the Sundance Kid (1969) 



Rules in a Knife Fight? 
11 Then they secretly instigated men who said, 
“We have heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up 
the people and the elders and the scribes, and 
they came upon him and seized him and brought 
him before the council, 13 and they set up false 
witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to 
speak words against this holy place and the law,  



Bill Belichick Announces This Final Season He Will 

Coach In Current Mortal Form 
FOXBORO, MA—Admitting the demands 
of the NFL season have worn down his 
temporary corporeal body, Patriots head 
coach Bill Belichick announced Tuesday 
that the upcoming season would be the last 
he will coach in his current mortal form. 
“Whether we win the Lombardi trophy or 
not, this will be the last season I coach 
while shackled to this weak, decaying sack 
of skin and blood,” said Belichick, who 
claimed that he will destroy his pathetic 
and degrading human form only to emerge 
a more terrible, potent, and destructive 
being than any coach or player could 
possibly imagine. 

Source: The Onion 



Fake News? 

14 for we have heard him say that this 
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this 
place and will change the customs that 
Moses delivered to us.”  



Destiny of  the Temple 

Jesus left the temple and was going away, 
when his disciples came to point out to him 
the buildings of the temple. But he answered 
them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I 
say to you, there will not be left here one 
stone upon another that will not be thrown 
down.”                                       Matthew 24:1-2 



Change? What Change? 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 
to abolish them but to fulfill them. For 
truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass 
from the Law until all is accomplished.  

Matthew 5:17-18 



A Shining Example 

15 And gazing at him, all who sat in the 
council saw that his face was like the 
face of an angel. 



29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, 
with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand 
as he came down from the mountain, Moses did 
not know that the skin of his face shone because 
he had been talking with God. 30 Aaron and all the 
people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin 
of his face shone, and they were afraid to come 
near him. 31 But Moses called to them, and Aaron 
and all the leaders of the congregation returned 
to him, and Moses talked with them…  



32 Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he 
commanded them all that the LORD had spoken with 
him in Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses had finished 
speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. 
34 Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak 
with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. 
And when he came out and told the people of Israel 
what he was commanded, 35 the people of Israel would 
see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face was 
shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face 
again, until he went in to speak with him. 

                    Exodus 34:29-35 
 



In Closing: 

What could put me in harm’s way? 



In Harm’s Way: 

• If I challenge the LGBT agenda 

• If I rebuke someone living in sin. 

• If I question the treatment of 
strangers 

• If I challenge ethnic stereotypes 
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