
The Communion of Saints 

Lord’s Day 21, Heidelberg Catechism 



Q #1: What is your only comfort in life and 
in death? 

That I am not my own, but belong— body and soul, 
in life and in death— to my faithful Savior, Jesus 
Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his 
precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny 
of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way 
that not a hair can fall from my head without the will 
of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work 
together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, 
Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life 
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready 
from now on to live for him.  

 



A Quick Overview 

I. Misery 
II. Deliverance 
   God the Father 
   God the Son 
   God the Holy Spirit 
   The Holy Sacraments 
   Holy Baptism 
   The Holy Supper of Jesus Christ 
III. Gratitude 
   The Ten Commandments 
   The Lord’s Prayer 

 



The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic* church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 



The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 



55. What do you understand by 
“the communion of saints”?  

First, that believers one and all, as 
members of this community, share in 
Christ and in all his treasures and gifts. 

 

Second, that each member should consider 
it a duty to use these gifts readily and 
joyfully for the service and enrichment of 
the other members. 



By Comparison… 

960 The Church is a "communion of saints": this 
expression refers first to the "holy things" (sancta), above 
all the Eucharist, by which "the unity of believers, who 
form one body in Christ, is both represented and brought 
about." 
961 The term "communion of saints" refers also to the 
communion of "holy persons" (sancti) in Christ who "died 
for all," so that what each one does or suffers in and for 
Christ bears fruit for all. 
962 "We believe in the communion of all the faithful of 
Christ, those who are pilgrims on earth, the dead who are 
being purified, and the blessed in heaven, all together 
forming one Church; and we believe that in this 
communion, the merciful love of God and his saints is 
always [attentive] to our prayers.“ 

Catechism of the Catholic Church (1992) 



The Gifts of God 

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up 
for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things?  Romans 8:32 

 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 
and there are varieties of service, but the same 
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is 
the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 
the common good. I Corinthians 12:4-7 



The Communion of One Body 

For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are 
one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one 
Spirit. I Corinthians 12:12-13 

That which we have seen and heard we proclaim 
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship 
with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. I John 1:3 



Gifts for One Another 

For as in one body we have many members, and 
the members do not all have the same function, so 
we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members one of another. Having gifts 
that differ according to the grace given to us, let us 
use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if 
service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his 
teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; 
the one who contributes, in generosity; the one 
who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of 
mercy, with cheerfulness. Romans 12:4-8 



Care for One Another 

 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. The eye 
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor 
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On 
the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the body 
that we think less honorable we bestow the greater 
honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with 
greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do 
not require. But God has so composed the body, giving 
greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be 
no division in the body, but that the members may have 
the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all 
suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice 
together. Now you are the body of Christ and individually 
members of it.  I Corinthians 12:20-27 
 



The Central Issue of Love 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have 
not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I 
have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away 
all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but 
have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; 
love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices 
with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.  I Corinthians 13:1-7 



Service to Others 

Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others. 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours 
in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not count equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness 
of men. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. 

Philippians 2:4-8 



What do you believe 
concerning “the forgiveness of sins”? 

I believe that God, because of Christ’s 
satisfaction, will no longer remember 
any of my sins or my sinful nature 
which I need to struggle against all my 
life. Rather, by grace God grants me 
the righteousness of Christ to free me 
forever from judgment. 



Also by comparison 

984 The Creed links "the forgiveness of sins" with its profession of 
faith in the Holy Spirit, for the risen Christ entrusted to the apostles 
the power to forgive sins when he gave them the Holy Spirit. 

985 Baptism is the first and chief sacrament of the forgiveness of 
sins: it unites us to Christ, who died and rose, and gives us the Holy 
Spirit. 

986 By Christ's will, the Church possesses the power to forgive the 
sins of the baptized and exercises it through bishops and priests 
normally in the sacrament of Penance. 

987 "In the forgiveness of sins, both priests and sacraments are 
instruments which our Lord Jesus Christ, the only author and liberal 
giver of salvation, wills to use in order to efface our sins and give us 
the grace of justification“   

Catechism of the Catholic Church 



The Forgiving God 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who 
heals all your diseases… He does not deal with 
us according to our sins, nor repay us according 
to our iniquities… as far as the east is from the 
west, so far does he remove our transgressions 
from us. Psalm 103:2-3, 10, 12 

 

 



The Forgiving Character of God 

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity 
    and passing over transgression 
    for the remnant of his inheritance? 
He does not retain his anger forever, 
    because he delights in steadfast love. 
He will again have compassion on us; 
    he will tread our iniquities underfoot. 
You will cast all our sins 
    into the depths of the sea.  Micah 7:18-19 



Reconciliation in Christ 

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 
us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling 
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.  II Corinthians 5:18-21 



His Blood for Our sins 

 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.   

I John 1:7 

He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world.  I John 2:2 



Our Struggle with Sin 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, 
evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of 
God, in my inner being, but I see in my members 
another law waging war against the law of my mind 
and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells 
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will 
deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself 
serve the law of God with my mind, but with my 
flesh I serve the law of sin.  Romans 7:21-25 



Freed from Judgment of God 

For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. Whoever believes 
in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  
John 3:17-18 



Set Free! 

There is therefore now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.  
Romans 8:1-2 



Let us pray… 


