
The Judgement Seat of Christ 

Lord’s Day 19, Heidelberg Catechism 



A Quick Overview 

I. Misery 
II. Deliverance 
   God the Father 
   God the Son 
   God the Holy Spirit 
   The Holy Sacraments 
   Holy Baptism 
   The Holy Supper of Jesus Christ 
III. Gratitude 
   The Ten Commandments 
   The Lord’s Prayer 

 



The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic* church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Last Session: 

49. How does Christ’s 
ascension 

benefit us?  



#49: How does Christ’s ascension to 
heaven benefit us? 

First, he is our advocate in heaven in the 
presence of his Father.  

Second, we have our own flesh in heaven as a 
sure pledge that Christ our head will also take 
us, his members, up to himself.  

Third, he sends his Spirit to us on earth as a 
corresponding pledge. By the Spirit’s power we 
seek not earthly things but the things above, 
where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. 



Last Week’s Homework 

“When he ascended on high, he took many captives and 
gave gifts to his people.”(What does “he ascended” mean 
except that he also descended to the lower, earthly 
regions? He who descended is the very one who 
ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the 
whole universe.)  Ephesians 4:8-10, NIV 
 
Therefore it says, “WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED 
CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN.” (Now 
this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except 
that He also had descended into the lower parts of the 
earth? He who descended is Himself also He who 
ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill 
all things.) Ephesians 4:8-10, NASB 
 
 



Psalm 68:18 

You have ascended on high, You have led captive 
Your captives; You have received gifts among men, 
Even among the rebellious also, that the LORD God 
may dwell there.                                                NASB 
 
Thou art gone up on high, thou hast led captivity 
captive, thou hast received gifts for man, yea, for 
they were rebellious, that thou mightest dwell 
among them.            LXX to English, Brenton, 1851 
 
ἔλαβες δόματα ἐν ἀνθρώποις 



The Context of Eph. 4:8-10  

4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope 
that belongs to your call, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and 
Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was 
given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
8 Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high he 
led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men.”9 (In 
saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that 
he had also descended into the lower parts of the 
earth? 10 He who descended is he who also 
ascended far above all the heavens, that he might 
fill all things.) 11 And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,  
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Today’s Questions 

50. Why the next words: “and is seated 
at the right hand of God”? 

51. How does this glory of Christ our 
head benefit us? 

52. How does Christ’s return 
“to judge the living and the dead” 
comfort you?  
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50. Why the next words: 
“and is seated at the right hand of God”? 

Because Christ ascended to heaven 
to show there that he is head of his 
church, the one through whom the 
Father rules all things. 
 



Christ the  King 

 which He brought about in Christ, when He 
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly places,  far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come.  And He put all 
things in subjection under His feet, and gave 
Him as head over all things to the church,  which 
is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

Ephesians 1:20-23 



First Place in Everything 

He is also head of the body, the church; and He is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 
He Himself will come to have first place in 
everything.  Colossians 1:18 

 

For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has 
given all judgment to the Son, so that all will honor 
the Son even as they honor the Father. He who 
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father 
who sent Him. John 5:22-23 



51. How does this glory of Christ our 
head benefit us? 

First, through his Holy Spirit he pours 
out gifts from heaven upon us his 
members.  

Second, by his power he defends us 
and keeps us safe from all enemies. 



Our Benefits 

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at My right hand 
until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your 
feet.” The LORD will stretch forth Your strong 
scepter from Zion, saying, “Rule in the midst of 
Your enemies.”  Psalm 110:1-2 

 

Therefore having been exalted to the right hand 
of God, and having received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth 
this which you both see and hear.  Acts 2:33 

 



He keeps us safe. 

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, 
and they will never perish; and no one will 
snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who 
has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no 
one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s 
hand.  John 10:27-29 



52. How does Christ’s return “to judge the 
living and the dead” comfort you?  

In all distress and persecution, with uplifted 
head, I confidently await the very judge who has 
already offered himself to the judgment of God 
in my place and removed the whole curse from 
me. Christ will cast all his enemies and mine into 
everlasting condemnation, but will take me and 
all his chosen ones to himself into the joy and 
glory of heaven. 

 



Waiting in Expectation 

But when these things begin to take place, 
straighten up and lift up your heads, because 
your redemption is drawing near.  Luke 21:28 
  



Waiting Eagerly 

For we know that the whole creation groans and 
suffers the pains of childbirth together until 
now.  And not only this, but also we ourselves, 
having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly 
for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
body. For in hope we have been saved, but hope 
that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he 
already sees? But if we hope for what we do not 
see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. 

 Romans 8:21-25  



Our Transformation 

For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also 
we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ; who will transform the body of our 
humble state into conformity with the body of 
His glory, by the exertion of the power that He 
has even to subject all things to Himself.  

Philippians 3:20-21 



Our Blessed Hope 

…looking for the blessed hope and the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from every lawless deed, and to 
purify for Himself a people for His own 
possession, zealous for good deeds.    

Titus 2:13-14 



The Judgment Seat of Christ 

31 “But when the Son of Man comes in His 
glory, and all the angels with Him, then He 
will sit on His glorious throne. 32 All the 
nations will be gathered before Him; and 
He will separate them from one another, as 
the shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His 
right, and the goats on the left. 



34 “Then the King will say to those on His 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world. 
35 For I was hungry, and you gave Me 
something to eat; I was thirsty, and you 
gave Me something to drink; I was a 
stranger, and you invited Me in; 36 naked, 
and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you 
visited Me; I was in prison, and you came 
to Me.’ 



37 Then the righteous will answer Him, 
‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and 
feed You, or thirsty, and give You 
something to drink? 38 And when did we 
see You a stranger, and invite You in, or 
naked, and clothe You? 39 When did we see 
You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 
40 The King will answer and say to them, 
‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you 
did it to one of these brothers of Mine, 
even the least of them, you did it to Me.’ 

Matthew 25:31-40 



The Settling of Accounts 

6 For after all it is only just for God to repay 
with affliction those who afflict you, 7 and 
to give relief to you who are afflicted and 
to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be 
revealed from heaven with His mighty 
angels in flaming fire, 8 dealing out 
retribution to those who do not know God 
and to those who do not obey the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus.  



9 These will pay the penalty of eternal 
destruction, away from the presence of the 
Lord and from the glory of His power, 
10 when He comes to be glorified in His 
saints on that day, and to be marveled at 
among all who have believed—for our 
testimony to you was believed.  

II Thessalonians 1:6-10 

 



Let us 
pray… 


