
The Ascension of Christ 

Lord’s Day 18: Heidelberg Catechism 



A Quick Overview 

I. Misery 
II. Deliverance 
   God the Father 
   God the Son 
   God the Holy Spirit 
   The Holy Sacraments 
   Holy Baptism 
   The Holy Supper of Jesus Christ 
III. Gratitude 
   The Ten Commandments 
   The Lord’s Prayer 

 



The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic* church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Last Session: 

45. How does Christ’s 
resurrection 
benefit us?  



45. How does Christ’s resurrection 
benefit us? 

First, by his resurrection he has overcome 
death, so that he might make us share in 
the righteousness he obtained for us by 
his death.  
Second, by his power we too are already 
raised to a new life.  
Third, Christ’s resurrection is a sure 
pledge to us of our blessed resurrection. 



More Heidelberg Math: 

• The Cross of Christ =  8 Questions 
• The Resurrection of Christ =  1 Question 
• The Ascension of Christ = 4 Questions 



Today’s Questions 

46. What do you mean by saying, 
“He ascended to heaven”? 

47. But isn’t Christ with us until the end of 
the world as he promised us? 

48. If his humanity is not present 
wherever his divinity is, then aren’t the two 
natures of Christ separated from each other? 

49. How does Christ’s ascension to heaven 
benefit us? 
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#46: What do you mean by saying, 
“He ascended to heaven”? 

That Christ, while his disciples watched,  

was taken up from the earth into heaven 
and remains there on our behalf until he 
comes again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
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and remains there on our behalf until he 
comes again to judge the living and the 
dead. 



Taken up! 

When he had led them out to the vicinity 
of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. While he was blessing them, 
he left them and was taken up into heaven.  

Luke 24:50-51 

 



 After he said this, he was taken up before 
their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 
their sight. They were looking intently up 
into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood 
beside them.  “Men of Galilee,” they said, 
“why do you stand here looking into the 
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 
from you into heaven, will come back in 
the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.”                                         Acts 1:9-11 



At the Right Hand of God 

Who then is the one who condemns? No one. 
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was 
raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us.  Romans 8:34 
 
“When he ascended on high, he took many captives 
and gave gifts to his people.”(What does “he 
ascended” mean except that he also descended to 
the lower, earthly regions? He who descended is 
the very one who ascended higher than all the 
heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)  

Ephesians 4:8-10 



Risen Christ in Heaven 

For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with 
human hands that was only a copy of the true 
one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for 
us in God’s presence.  Hebrews 9:24 

 
 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand 
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who 
has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.”                                                     Acts 1:11 



#47: But isn’t Christ with us until the 
end of the world as he promised us? 

Christ is true human and true God. In 
his human nature Christ is not now on 
earth; but in his divinity, majesty, 
grace, and Spirit he is never absent 
from us. 



Present and Absent 

…and surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.”                                             Matthew 28:20 

 

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins 
may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may 
come from the Lord, and that he may send the 
Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even 
Jesus. Heaven must receive him until the time 
comes for God to restore everything, as he 
promised long ago through his holy prophets. 

Acts 3:19-20  



Presence of the Spirit 

 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you 
forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept him, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with 
you and will be in you. I will not leave you as 
orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the 
world will not see me anymore, but you will see 
me. Because I live, you also will live.  

John 14:16-19 



#48: If his humanity is not present 
wherever his divinity is, then aren’t 
the two natures of Christ separated 
from each other?  

Certainly not. Since divinity is not limited 
and is present everywhere, it is evident 
that Christ’s divinity is surely beyond the 
bounds of the humanity that has been 
taken on, but at the same time his divinity 
is in and remains personally united to his 
humanity. 
 



Everywhere Present 

“Am I only a God nearby,” declares the 
LORD, “and not a God far away? Who can 
hide in secret places so that I cannot see 
them?” declares the LORD. “Do not I fill 
heaven and earth?” declares the LORD. 

Jeremiah 23:23-24 



With You Always 

Where can I go from your Spirit? 
    Where can I flee from your presence? 
If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 
    if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
even there your hand will guide me, 
    your right hand will hold me fast. 

Psalm 139:7-10 



Fully God, Fully Man 

The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, 
the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.                                                  John 1:14 

 
 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity 
lives in bodily form…               Colossians 2:9 



#49: How does Christ’s ascension to 
heaven benefit us? 

First, he is our advocate in heaven in the 
presence of his Father.  

Second, we have our own flesh in heaven as a 
sure pledge that Christ our head will also take 
us, his members, up to himself.  

Third, he sends his Spirit to us on earth as a 
corresponding pledge. By the Spirit’s power we 
seek not earthly things but the things above, 
where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. 



Our Advocate with the Father 

Who then is the one who condemns? No one. 
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who 
was raised to life—is at the right hand of God 
and is also interceding for us.  Romans 8:34 

 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you 
will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the 
Righteous One.  I John 2:1 



Our sure Pledge 

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were 
not so, would I have told you that I am going 
there to prepare a place for you?  John 14:2 

 

“Father, I want those you have given me to be 
with me where I am, and to see my glory, the 
glory you have given me because you loved me 
before the creation of the world.  John 17:24 



The Spirit sent to us… 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another advocate to help you and be 
with you forever—  John 14:16 

 



The Grand Deposit 

Now it is God who makes both us and you stand 
firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of 
ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as 
a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

II Corinthians 1:21-22 
 
Now the one who has fashioned us for this very 
purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as 
a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 

II Corinthians 5:5 
 



An Easter Message! 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, 
set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds 
on things above, not on earthly things. For you 
died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory.  

Colossians 3:1-4 

 



Let us 
pray… 


