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Jesus enters Jerusalem as King 

As they approached Jerusalem and came 
to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples, 
2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead 
of you, and just as you enter it, you will 
find a colt tied there, which no one has 
ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here.  



3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing 
this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it and will send 
it back here shortly.’” 4 They went and 
found a colt outside in the street, tied at a 
doorway. As they untied it, 5 some people 
standing there asked, “What are you doing, 
untying that colt?” 



6 They answered as Jesus had told them to, 
and the people let them go. 7 When they 
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
cloaks over it, he sat on it. 8 Many people 
spread their cloaks on the road, while 
others spread branches they had cut in the 
fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those 
who followed shouted, 



“Hosanna!”“Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” 10 “Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our father David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 11 Jesus 
entered Jerusalem and went into the 
temple courts.               Mark 11:1-11, ESV 

 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 

& 

Pastoral Prayer 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever. Amen. 



Pastoral 

Prayer 





An Overview of  Holy Week 

25 Mar,  Sunday: The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

26 Mar, Monday: Cleansing of the Temple 

27 Mar, Tuesday: The Temple Debates & Olivet Discourse 

28 Mar, Wednesday: Judas agrees to betray Jesus 

29 Mar, Thursday: Last Supper, Gethsemane & Arrest 

30 Mar, Friday: Trial & Crucifixion 

31 Mar, Saturday: Jesus dead in the tomb 

1 Apr, Sunday:  Jesus is risen from the dead 



The Critical Questions for Palm Sunday: 

 How do we explain the crowds 
gathered and cheering Jesus? 

 

 How could this week start so well and 
end so badly? 

 

 What are we to take home from this 
event? 



#1: Why all the cheering? 

What created and sustained this palm-waving, 
palm-strewn parade at which Jesus was the 
head? 



Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 
    triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on an ass, 
    on a colt the foal of an ass. 

Zechariah 9:9 

In Zechariah’s words: 
[548 years before Palm Sunday] 



  Jesus himself foresaw and prepared for this 
event. 

  Jesus’ disciples were part of the preparation 

  Jesus, the disciples, and the Jewish crowds all 
believed that this event was fulfilling the words 
of Zechariah 

  They all agreed that this was the advent or 
coming of the Messiah-King of Israel 

Observations: 



  Jesus himself foresaw and prepared for this 
event. 

  Jesus’ disciples were part of the preparation. 

  Jesus, the disciples, and the Jewish crowds all 
believed that this event was fulfilling the words 
of Zechariah 

  They all agreed that this was the advent or 
coming of the Messiah-King of Israel 

Observations: 



  Jesus himself foresaw and prepared for this 
event. 

  Jesus’ disciples were part of the preparation 

  Jesus, the disciples, and the Jewish crowds all 
believed that this event was fulfilling the words 
of Zechariah. 

  They all agreed that this was the advent or 
coming of the Messiah-King of Israel 

Observations: 



  Jesus himself foresaw and prepared for this 
event. 

  Jesus’ disciples were part of the preparation 

  Jesus, the disciples, and the Jewish crowds all 
believed that this event was fulfilling the words 
of Zechariah 

  They all agreed that this was the advent or 
coming of the Messiah-King of Israel. 

Observations: 



#2: How could this week start so 

well and end so badly? 

How could the same people acclaim his kingship 
on Sunday, and call for his crucifixion on Friday? 



An Overview of  Holy Week 

25 Mar,  Sunday: The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

26 Mar, Monday: Cleansing of the Temple 

27 Mar, Tuesday: The Temple Debates & Olivet Discourse 

28 Mar, Wednesday: Judas agrees to betray Jesus 

29 Mar, Thursday: Last Supper, Gethsemane & Arrest 

30 Mar, Friday: Trial & Crucifixion 

31 Mar, Saturday: Jesus dead in the tomb 

1 Apr, Sunday:  Jesus is risen from the dead 



No good deed goes unpunished. 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit 
Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 46 But 
some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what 
Jesus had done. 47 Then the chief priests and the 
Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. “What are 
we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man 
performing many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, 
everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will 
come and take away both our temple and our nation.” 



No good deed goes unpunished. 
49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high 
priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! 50 You 
do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for 
the people than that the whole nation perish.” 51 He did 
not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he 
prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, 
52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered 
children of God, to bring them together and make them 
one. 53 So from that day on they plotted to take his life. 

John 11:45-53 
 



Monday: Clearing the Temple 
15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and 
began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of 
those selling doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry 
merchandise through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught 
them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house 
of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of 
robbers.’”18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard 
this and began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, 
because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 

Mark 11:15-18 



Tuesday: Hard Preaching 
9 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will 
come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to 
others. 10 Haven’t you read this passage of Scripture: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; 11 the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous 
in our eyes’?” 
12 Then the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the 
elders looked for a way to arrest him because they knew 
he had spoken the parable against them.  Mark 12:9-12 

 



Wednesday: Sabotage 

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went 
to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. 
11 They were delighted to hear this and promised 
to give him money. So he watched for an 
opportunity to hand him over. 

Mark 14:10-11 



#3: What are we to take home 

from this event? 

How is this narrative event to have an impact on 
my life; my thinking, my words, and my actions? 



  Palm Sunday’s procession through Jerusalem tells us that 
God is fulfilling his promises and purposes for Israel and 
the world. 

  This parade takes us to the Cross, not the Throne. 

  God is in the business of meeting our needs, even when 
our expectations are misplaced. 

  We, the Church, are commissioned to proclaim the 
message of Palm Sunday: Jesus is the Coming King. 

The Meaning for Us: 
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Let us pray… 


